Burke High School
Law and Juvenile Justice
Course Syllabus
Instructor: Megan Sak



Teacher Website: www.socialstudiesbysak.weebly.com


          Office: 128
E-mail: megan.sak@ops.org


School Server: Sak Handouts (Teacher Drop Folder)


          Classrooms: 128, 052
Best time to contact: Anytime by e-mail








          Plan Periods: Blocks 5 & 6
Course Description/Instructional Philosophy
Law and Juvenile Justice is an elective class in Social Studies that is designed to provide students with exposure to the American law system and how it functions.  Law is the basic foundation of any society.  My belief is that it is essential for any participant in any nation to understand their basic rights, the law, the court system, and how they affect their life.  Through this class, my hope is that you come away with a better understanding of American law and the protections you are provided.
Major Units of Study
· Introduction to America’s Law and the Justice System – Unit 1
· Criminal Law and Justice – Unit 2
· Juvenile Law and Justice – Unit 3 
· Civil Law and Justice – Unit 4
· Case Study Analysis (One based on Criminal Law, One based on Juvenile Law) Unit – 5 

Texts to Be Used

· Glencoe Street Law: A Course in Practical Law ©2014
· Replacement Cost – BRAND NEW!!!
Classroom Rules & Expectations
1. Bring a writing utensil, notebook and handouts to class EVERY DAY. 

2. Any missed tests or quizzes must be made up either before or after school.  You have until the end of the semester to make up any tests or quizzes that might have been missed.  Students who are absent from class are responsible for collecting and turning in assignments within the appropriate amount of time set by the teacher.  When that date has passed, there will be NO make up for the previous unit.  

3.  All documents and notes for the class can be found at Mrs. Sak’s website.  If you cannot find Mrs. Sak before or after school, go there and get your work.

4.  Rules and guidelines set forth in the student handbook will be followed in this class. Any student who distracts other students or the instructor interferes with the learning environment and should expect consequences. 

5.  Attendance: Being in class, on time, is important for student success. Anyone entering the classroom after the bell has stopped ringing is tardy. Per school policy (page 7) in the student handbook.

6.  Electronic Devices: Electronic devices (cell phones, mp3 players, games, etc.) are not to be seen, heard, or used in the classroom unless given permission by Mrs. Sak. 

7.  Passes: No passes will be given during the first 15 and last 15 minutes of class.  Passes out of the class are allowed at the discretion of the teacher.  Any pass to the restroom or locker will be given a maximum of 5 minutes.  Abuses of passes or “frequent flyers” will be revoked of pass privileges at the discretion of the teacher.  When signing out for a pass, student I.D.s must be presented to the teacher and with the student when leaving the classroom.  Passes from the teacher will not be allowed on test days.  Passes from the teacher will not be allowed during first/second block, unless it is an emergency.  (You have plenty of time before school to use the facilities or visit your locker.  Manage your time wisely!!!)

8. Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible
Assessments

Major tests and/or writing projects are to be expected at the end of each major unit outlined above.  These assessments will be a mix of multiple choice and essay writing.  Students will also participate in case studies over previous trials, and if time allows, a mock trial simulation as major projects for the semester.   In addition, there will be a cumulative end of semester final.

Grading Policy/Calculation
All coursework and assessments are judged based on the level of student learning from “below basic” to “advanced.”  This course will provide multiple opportunities to achieve at the “proficient” to “advanced” levels. Students are evaluated based on a proficiency scale or project rubric.

          A = 3.51 – 4.00

          A-= 3.01 – 3.50

          B = 2.51 – 3.00
          B-=2.01 – 2.50

          C = 1.51 – 2.00

          D = 0.76 – 1.50

          F = 0.00 – 0.75

· Grades will be updated in Infinite Campus every 2 weeks by Friday afternoon

· Late work: Students are expected to complete missing work, and late work will be accepted as

long as there is still opportunity to learn from it.  Missing assignments will not be accepted after the final summative assessment for the unit of instruction. A zero will then be entered for missing work.

· Academic Dishonesty: Rules and guidelines set forth in the student handbook (page 4) will be followed in this class.

Redoing/Revising Student Coursework

1. Students are responsible for completing all coursework and assessments as assigned.

2. Students will be allowed redo and revisions of coursework for full credit as long as they are turned in during that unit of study while a student still has an opportunity to benefit from the learning. When time permits, teachers should allow the redoing or revising of summative assessments.

3. Students are expected to complete assessments when given to the class, or if a student was justifiably absent, at a time designated by the teacher.

4. Redoing, retaking or revising will be done at teacher discretion in consultation with the student and parent(s). Teachers may schedule students before, during, or after school to address needed areas of improvement if not convenient during class. The time and location for redoing, retaking or revising will be done at the teacher’s discretion in consultation with the student and parent(s).

5. Scores for student work after retaking, revising or redoing will not be averaged with the first attempt at coursework or assessment but will replace the original score.
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